Class guidelines for Juniors levels
BEFORE:

1. Let’s review (5  minutes)

· This is how every class has to start. To review what has been previously taught, the teacher can:

· Ask questions;

· Play a game – quiz, hot potato, etc.;

· Give a little ‘flash test’ (in a separate sheet of paper that might be kept for further reference to student participation);

· The review cannot be carried out in more than 10 minutes!

2. Warm up (10 minutes)

· To introduce the topic for that class, the teacher has to warm it up with students so as to facilitate learning. For that, the teacher can:
· Use pictures;

· Teach a song that contains the function of the unit;

· Play a short video.

· L1 is accepted whenever it is needed. Never conduct an activity without making sure students know what is being talking about;

· Grammar is a label that has to be avoided in Juniors classes, since it can make the learning process feel like a burdensome task. Instead, we say ‘function’. Children and young learners would rather know the practical usage of a structure than learning the components of that structure. To facilitate, L1 can and should be used. Before teaching the students the function, tell them (in L1) what they’re about to learn in that class;
· If the functions are taught that way, teachers are unlikely to have trouble with students’ understanding.
DURING:

· Never spend more than 20 minutes in one single exercise. If the exercise is too long, break it into bits that can be covered in up to 15 minutes. Otherwise, students might end up bored in class;

· Always vary the way to conduct tasks in the book. Make students move. This is the key feature on Juniors classes;

· To teach vocabulary, use pictures. For abstract words, translate if extremely necessary. But don’t create the habit of translating everything;
· Encourage students to keep a “diary”, i.e., notepad in which they’ll write new words. Or, if you prefer, with the entire class, make a pictionary: at the end of every class, students (with the teacher’s assistance) will stick some pictures, with labels underneath, of things they had learned that or the previous class. This can be done as a review as well;

· Careful with correction! In TEFL, the road to stigma is the easiest. Try to emphasize students’ accomplishments, rather than their mistakes;
· Always monitor, walking around the classroom. Do not sit still in a corner;

· Never forget to check students’ books and notebooks. Avoid using red ink. Always praise their production.

AFTER:

· 10 minutes before class is over, make a brief flashback of the class that has just been taught. A game is always the best way to do that;
· Encourage students to use expressions they have learned. A good idea to do that is by giving students a happy dollar bill for every positive behavior. After a pre-established period of time, teachers count how many happy dollars each student has and enter that number in a “task control form”. This is an alternative way to assess student participation and progress.

